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INTERVIEW


PU9maker: Hallo spr1n, how are you this evening ?

spr1n: Hey mate, Im great! How are you?

PU9maker: can't complain, thanks for asking =] Please, be so kind and tell the audience something about yourself.

spr1n: Well, originally Im from Estonia, a small country between Scandinavia and Russia. Im 26 years old and now I work in London, UK. I was introduced to kz scene in 2004 and been on and off since.

PU9maker: 2004 wow. Thats a long time. What do you do for a living ?

spr1n: basically I'm a computer engineer in a company that does microprocessor programming for the most part. Sounds boring, but its a lot of fun when it comes to testing stuff.

PU9maker: Doesnt sound boring at all to me and this also is a great career path. Good money I guess ?  You became a member of XJ community early in 2006 therefore you are considered as an oldschooler. What changed about this community over the years in your eyes ?

spr1n: when I started playing kz, sites like kzmaps and later XJ were just sources of new maps for people like me, while socializing happend mostly on public servers. It was more personal, everyone knew everyone, or at least somebody who knew the rest. KZ has grown large, which is very good, but it became less personal... I hope you know what I mean. Its becoming more about about records and achievements rather about experience itself is what bothers me.

PU9maker: I see, Its a classic answer from an oldschoolers :] You also are an admin for a long time. How did that even happen ? Did you apply for an admin spot or ? And what was/is your position ?

spr1n: I did apply once in 2006 for a cup admin actually. faker was kind enough to teach me a lot of stuff along with other admins, but I had to quit after a while. Then Several years ago CyclopP asked me to join mapcheck team, which is a lot of fun, since I really enjoy bugs, shourtcuts and exploring new maps in general. Unfortunately I've been quite busy lately, so I had to quit mapcheck team and my contribution limited just with some server related and other minor stuff.

PU9maker: speaking of shortcuts. kz_cg_wigbl0ck - You probably isolated this map for yourself and yourself only. 3 jump bugs in a row, correct ?! No wonder you were called a cheater haha ^^ How long had you been trying to beat it ? Do you have any advice how to do it or something helpful to share ?

spr1n: hehe it was very ambitious to try that map with 3 jumpbugs at that time, but I already got into a good shape making redrock with 2x prior to that and even before many years of fooling around doing random edgebugs and jumpbugs. Actually there are are some people who can beat that record, I know 3 of them who could, not sure about their current progress though. I don't mind if someone figures out how to optimize JB success and beats that demo. Personally I was lucky enough to know Numb who gave me a huge push in this, even though I had to figure most things by myself. I guess there are not many people interested in doing that... so doing a lot of jumpbugs is or was a myth for some of them. Calling a cheater ones who succeeds is easier, rather than believe there is a lot/some of stuff you can actually learn about about stuff. I see that happens a lot lately on XJ.

PU9maker: I think you are safe :] In my opinion this map will stay with you till the end of XJ. What do you think about the recent cheating escapade ? Nokkan, Lolz. People whom I would never think about as cheaters. It's so sad. Do you think its possible to eradicate all of them ?

spr1n: It certainly sad that people choose that path, I dont think there are any justifications for cheating. Even if people believe they have good reasons to do that, they forget its still a bad solution and there are other ways around. Games are made for fun and cheating basically destroys this concept...

PU9maker: Yes, I couldn't agree more but let's be realistic, its never gonna stop.. Have you ever felt addicted to KZ ? There is actually a thin line between gaming for fun and gaming as a lifestyle. Especially teenagers have these tendencies to become kind of addicted.

spr1n: There were short episodes, at the time when I tried to record some records with jumpbugs namely. Games can be addictive, especially if you have a lot of spare time or bad time management. There is always a line, but it can vary for different people I guess. Bottom line it should not overcome real life. If one wants to struggle with his addiction, he just should occupy him with some regular activity. At least thats what I do, not on purpose though I have to admit 

PU9maker: Haha thats a good answer !  Did you completely quit KZ ? Or is it possible to see you on a public server from time to time ? Is there even a slightest chance to see you in a WR release ever again ? Maybe improving one of your maps ? 

spr1n: There is always a chance, but I lost interest in playing kz... or actually the "fun factor" to be precise. I played not for achievements, so I doubt there will be a comeback. I would rather try to finish some of my map projects actually.

PU9maker: Atleast there is a hope  A map projects, that sounds very promissing. radon also gonna finish 3 of his maps pretty soon. So dont hesitate and go for it  Before we move to the quickies, I want you to tell us an advice about recording. How could you help us.

spr1n: Im also excited about upcomming maps by radon and daza, so I feel like I need to catch up too =) ... Im terrible at recording because I never have the patience to dedicate time to train my skills after constant breaks. So I would give some advices about jumpbugs in case someone interested or just want to learn it. Keep your fps at 100.0 at all times with no drops. Read other information in XJ Tutorial section. Some information maybe obvious or trivial, but figuring out what some of it does and in what way it actually affects JB performance is most important part. JBs are easier to figure out that longjumps in a way.

PU9maker: Very well. Thanks for that. If you are ready we can start with some short questions

spr1n: sure mate

PU9maker: What makes you sad ?

spr1n: eem... hard one. Cheating at the time.

PU9maker: Fish and chips or McDonald's ?

spr1n: Fish and chips 

PU9maker: Beauty or brain ?

spr1n: brain

PU9maker: One night stand or a relationshop ?

spr1n: second one

PU9maker: favorite XJ admin ? ( except me )

spr1n: aww now Im puzzled... Germany faker then

PU9maker: hahaha Movie or series ?

spr1n: a book

PU9maker: Great choice. Estonia or United Kingdom ?

spr1n: my patriotism gonna suffer, but I have to say UK

PU9maker: Favorite Long jumper ?

spr1n: Alts!ch

PU9maker: Your best map ever made ?

spr1n: kz_kzlv_wanderer

PU9maker: Thanks for all the fascinating answers. It was a pleasure. Your last words and we are done.

spr1n: well its been fun, thank you PU9maker for waking up some nostalgic memories of mine. I hope you enjoyed it =)
